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It's March 1, 2021 . In today's issue: Chimney Rock reopens; dugout flood;
restoring an 1880s painting; Nebraska's first governor was impeached; why
"deaccession"?; Columbus Brewing Co.; Who is this man?; Events.

Chimney Rock Museum reopens

INDIANS

After a second Covid-related closure last fall, Chimney Rock Museum has
reopened. Off-season hours (through April 30) are Friday and Saturday, 9 to 4.
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Starting May 1 the museum will be open daily 9 to 4.

The newly renovated and expanded muse
starting to think about this yeards t
Chimney Rock .

A Dugout Flood

Imagine yourself as a pioneer living in a hole in the ground. Now imagine that
floodwater is rising toward the ceiling and you're holding a small child.

John Turner's dugout (not the one shown here) was dug into a creek bank. A
neighbor said the spot was high enough even if the creek should rise. But
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during a sudden downpour in 1873, Turner's wife and youngest child were
trapped inside by rising water. Turner had to act quickly. Keep reading

Watch the Ford Centerodos Ker
on this 1880s painting

B® is the paintings conservator at Hi
Conservation Center in Omaha. Recently NET Television talked with him as he
restored an 1880s painting of the first homestead. Watch the video at NET.
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Nebraskads first state govVve
removed from office

Happy Statehood Day! Nebraska became a state on March 1, 1867. David
Butler was our first state governor, and remains the only Nebraska governor to
be removed by impeachment.

Butler had a big influence on early Nebraska. He was part of the three-man
commi ttee that selected Lincoln afgsttt
governor he was responsible for building the first state capitol and the first

building at the newly-charted University of Nebraska.
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Butler also helped himself to the state treasury, loaned public money to friends,
signed shady contracts for construction projects, and offered implausible
excuses when he was caught. Keep reading

When an object leaves the museum's collection
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What does i t mean to Adeaccessiono items f
why would we ever do that? Arendt mus

There are several good reasons why an organization might remove items from
their collections. History Nebraska collections staff explain how they think about

the process. Keep reading

Near-beer and cone -topped cans: The Columbus
(Nebraska) Brewing Company

Foundedin186 3, Col umbus Brewing Company
breweries, and the last outside of Omaha when it ceased production in 1954.

This barrel in the Nebraska History Museum collections appears to pre-date the
Prohibition era. ThlededcColumbasBged Bawree Rarkd <
Beer, All-American, and Ronz.

On March 24, 1917, the company annour


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/deaccessioning?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=273a4edbb0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_25_04_48&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-273a4edbb0-
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in order to stay in business after statewide Prohibition began on May 1.

According to a 1954 Omaha World-Herald artici e, fiNear beer |,
less than a half of one per cent of alcohol, was named, a contemporary wit
said, by some one who was 0a Keéepmadeg [

Who is this man? The Black doorman at the Hotel
Yancey, Part 2

11
'l :
i
Last month we showed you a Grand Island postcard and took a deep look at
the history role of Black porters and doormen.
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Now, thanks to the Plainsman Museum in Aurora, we can identify the man
the picture and tell his personal story. Keep reading.

Upcoming Events

History Café, March 18. Hear how Nebraska women fought to obtain equal
voting rights 100 years ago, and folll
her hometown after college where she helps her community with immigration,
education, and jobs.
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Moderated by City Councilwoman Sandra Washington, the event will allow
participants to make connections between the women of the past and present.
Join the conversation and be the first to glimpse an exciting recent acquisition
to the Nebraska History Museum collection that brings it all together! Learn
more

Also, our next Virtual Homeschoowill be March 3.
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Nebraska, in 1888. History Nebraska RG2608-0- 1397

By David L. Bristow, Editor

Imagine yourself as a pioneer living in a hole in the ground. Now imagine that floodwater is
rising toward the ceiling. Welcome to rural Boone County in 1873.

Eié UG j E yé iy ijeEnije EI ze& CU addrk startdd odt it @Brpveij e U @
simpler form of housing , the dugout. Historian Everett Dick described how to build one in his

1975 book Conquering the Great American Desert. In short: dig a rectangular hole into a hillside

or a ravine. The open side should fac e east to catch the morning light and so that snow will blow
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away from the door. Enclose the open front with a wall of logs or sod. Leave a space for a door; a
YijindE& jyU EGuizijEyon' WHEE zjée jE1é Yijzj “uaE&ey- C

Your house will be cheap, quickly built, cool in summer, and warm in winter. It will also be
cramped, dark, dirty, and full of every critter in the ground. But it will do until you plant your

first crop and have time to build a proper soddy or frame house.

| [Nl NEERAska

Photo: Near McCook, Nebraska, 1890s. H. W. Cole Collection, History Nebraska RG34640- 3

Depending on their location, dugouts had a more serious drawback. Many settlers dug them into
a high bank beside a creek, where you had a steep slope plus water and timber nearby.

John Turner dug such a house in Boone County. A neighbor told him the spotw  as high enough
even if the creek should rise, and Turner lived there with his wife and three boys while he built a
sod house on another part of his claim.
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that stru ck one day while he and the two older boys worked on the soddy. He sent 12  -year-old
Edgar back to the dugout to check on his wife and youngest child. Edgar soon came back

hollering and waving his hands.

Photo: Home of D. Meek, south of Broken Bow, 1890. Photo by S.D. Butcher. History Nebraska
RG2608-0-1610

Turner ran for the dugout and w aded through the rising water, struggling to keep his balance
against the current. The dugout itself was flooded. Inside, Mrs. Turner sat on one of the wooden
doors the family was using as temporary flooring. Balanced on a floating door, she held the
young est boy while holding a frying pan over his head to protect him from the rainwater pouring
through the roof like a sieve.

AT el dnd jijTjeV zje zYE cdted CijUdy yeUe nilz
Turner wrote years later.
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He had to get them out quickly. He grabbed the little boy, waded across the creek, and left the
child on high ground. Then he went back for his wife.

Turner was carrying his wife across when he stepped in a hole, stumbled, and dropped her into
the rushing water. Somehow |, he stayed on his feet and grabbed hold of her dress.

“ae yevoancned dnd yzUuriined zjUET] zE& z2jé& &zjeuU

The Turners lost most of their supplies, but escaped without loss of life. They stuck it out on
their claim, and in 1903 Turner published a memoir, Pioneers of the West, recounting this and

many other hardships that the family met with a combination of hopefulness, ignorance, and
fortitude.

Photo: Roten Valley, Custer County, Nebraska, 1892. Photo by S.D. Butcher. History Nebraska
RG2608-0-1677

Posted 3/1/21. This article first appeared i n the April 2020 issue of NEBRASKAIland magazine.
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Sources:

Everett Dick, Conquering the Great American Desert (Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society,
1975), 25.

John Turner, Pioneers of the West: A True Narrative (Cincinnati: Jennings and Pye, 1903), 72-79.

The Impeachment of Nebraska's First Governor:
David Butler

By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant

Ei UGN 7] & 2z zeCOd8UYULd_ U jijyz&Ul ~ nanl Ti7I
recognized most for their positive influence, butthiswasno 2z zj é& ¢&éouye 1T
governor. David Butler, elected in 1867, served two terms before getting impeached, convicted,
and removed from office as a result of fraudulent financial matters. While the public praised him
for his accomplishments in offi ce, there were hushed secrets behind his success.

bn '>¢<~ zjeée UYzozée_ U ed0ijzon Yyay UenEodzed T UEN
to establish Lincoln as the capital city. Between political party conflicts, the need for a capitol

building for legislative sessions, and the goal to establish Lincoln, Butler made haste. Before long,

public buildings appeared , such as the capitol building and state university . and what had been

a little town in Lancaster County began to grow into a prospering ci ty.
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= : d(David Butler
was born December 15th, 1829 and died May 25th, 1891. Image Source: Wikipedia.)

Atthetine~ néencely & neéetTijyndzrl Ve yele odyodsUe zjdz 8I
Lincoln in a such a short time, but considering his success, many overlooked the issue. The

governor used this to his advantage and continued to make problematic decis ions. While others

turned a blind eye, his political opponents were not as quick to condone his behavior, and

zj G 1] Zzjel Yyénzed jijn &z & «ETijee~ zjeUe YouUn
impeachment.
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That was until 1871, after Butler was e lected for a third term.

In January of 1871, during a legislative session, Edward Rosewater (an Omaha Republican and
publisher for the Omaha Bee) asked Butler to account for the school land funds collected from
the federal government. It was noted that the re was a certificate of deposit for the fund that
Governor Butler signed, but there was no legitimate record of the deposit itself.

Concerned, the legislature began questioning the whereabouts of other funds and it was agreed
that an investigatonwasnece Yya Ul ! ~&yeGceUlU ijz Ydun_.z AnEni odTze
they realized the rabbit hole they fell into.

mmmumuuuuuummmnmnmmmm i ‘m;’"m o lmrmmmnmnnnuwummnmm

(The first
capitol building in Lincoln (image: circa 1868) was built so poorly that it needed repairs within its
first few years. Lincoln's current capitol building sits on the original building site. )

It was discovered that after the relocation of the capital, Butler entered questionable contracts
TEYO zje eEnYUzUOlrezijEn & & nl NThe Chpit@building wad Béof . U @
the most costly. Not only did its contract exceed the set appropriation, but it was twice the
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d8NE  nz!' 21 0ijn7T 2zj6z aelijE& 8lIznel dAYE dcécenzed
political figures (some of whom he loaned state money to).

("T_he
University's lone building as seen from the tower of the state capitol, Lincoln, 1872." The first

university was described as "drafty" and "was so poorly b uilt that its roof leaked and its foundation
began to crumble.”)

Newspapers began sparking public outcry.

bnijzijennl -~ 8rznelU dijynijyyed ijz dnn sy ~0OrnNnEIY,. &
¢elzdijn ijnyUzdéneey j e " éhguedthhétdvasijnghg beStinteresjame) ™ . CI
State.

8l znel LIyziTijed jijy nEngy €I ekhdandinijni zjoz ¢
jndijGijdrany je nenz NEnel zE& yeuve- CezzelU yecerl U

school fund,heconT eyyed zjdz je (yed ijz TE® aeOYEndn énd
yeéerved €I zjeée °dynee 9C& nzl sénd NEUzT 87 ey


https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nu-150-what-was-university-nebraska-early-days
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nu-150-what-was-university-nebraska-early-days
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The school fund, however, was worth approximately $17,000, whereas the value of the Pawnee

County Land mortgages was only valued at ab out $8,000. It was also reported that the

NEVUz7o67éey jod Ceen yYyUijzzen &z UYijnéee yodl E ' > A
1871 (the year of the investigation). There was also another fund that was valued at about $16,800

and had no deposit r ecord.

(@)
Co
(o]l

Ejeye dijyeEceUijey ned oeEine zE uléeyzijEn zj e
Thomas Kennard and auditor John Gillespie. There were rumors that Gillespie took money out

of the state treasury with the intent to put it towards land scaping around the capitol when
instead he distributed it between himself, Kennard, and Butler. This was never confirmed

though.

N
(@}

djéen ijnGeyzijidzini zje UVee®Id CEELUY~ iz Ydun,_ z
bank. Not only were state and pri vate accounts not separated, but they were unidentifiable.
¢ce E®ldijnT ZE& Ené Y& Uéee~ yYzodoze TIindy yeUe d8nUE n

As evidence accumulated and the impeachment trials began, the public shared varying opinions.

ine Ueoa®VzeU YUEze zjd8z dnl Ndn Y] E GEzed zE " d¢
zeUzijn&Enl - Y El Ad necel Cé& |jeosold & ijn zeCUBUYLS
& af Cnije z0ruyz! NnE&zjeU YUijzeUl deasitheyastuitedl zne U
i T nNnén nozrve~ &dnd z2jo06z zje Uzdze YoU " IniUszell

8rznelU_ U d¢zijEnY, “bn daaUVUCEIUVIijdZzijnT NEnel 8z iy
more than is done in every business firm in th e country . men appropriating receipts and
héeagGijnt & NeNE & zjé 1T06¢éz ijjn zje yale!

weidoUdneyy & zjeée afl Chnijé_yY EuijnijE~ 206Gijd 8lzneéeUu
were eleven articles, each one voted on separately, but Butler was only convic  ted of the first: the
mishandling of the school land funds. In response to his impeachment, one article discussed

8l znel ond jijy aEnijzijeasan edveel Ceini ~dedsd~_ 8
Usijd 2jdz zje eE& Uz "neignjijpijpyconpoyiaj Ene 0L § El
YE&  Adn_z Yzol "~ deéeod!

(@]

David Butler returned to his Pawnee County Farm where he raised stock. In 1877, his

impeachment proceedings were removed from his record and he did make an eventual return to

politics. He was elected into the state senate in 1882 and attempted to run for governor one last

>>>1 ?2aydijze jijy 8zzenozy- 8rznel_y UVeaq

zijnNe 1in
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more cautious, hold political figures accountable, and in the end, helped to shape the Nebraska
we know today.

Sources:

John J. Montag, R. C. Naugle, J. C. Olson (2014) History of Nebraska (4th ed.) University of Nebraska
Press

Dakota City Mail - February 17, 1871
Nebraska Advertiser - March 16, 1871
Nebraska Chronicle - February 11, 1871
Nehama Valley Journal - March 16, 1871

The Nebraska State Journal - January 11, 1871
The Platte Journal - February 1, 1871

The Platte Journal - June 21, 181

Deaccessioning

4j 6z ~duaueéeny &djéen bzeny sl0e %enNEGed TUEN ~ijyz &Vl
%e NEGIinT ijzeny TUEN & nNryern & jijuzcEelijesn EUT dn
maintaining a strong, healthy, and relevant collection. This process is calle  d deaccessioning.

Keep reading to learn more about this process, why we might remove materials from History
zeCUBUYLSd U EEANEEZIjENY™ dnd Yjodz jodauaeny neéehz!

Why Remove Something From the Collections ?

There are several reasons why museums and historical org anizations remove items from their
collections. Some materials may be outside the scope or irrelevant to their mission. Why?



Sometimes the mission of a museum shifts or narrows over time. Many museums collected
broadly early in their early years, and accep ted objects with little or no history that directly
pertained to their missions. A chair from the 1890s with no additional provenance might have at
one time served a purpose as a prop in a display, but it takes up valuable storage space and
resources. Anot her object that tells multifaceted and compelling Nebraska stories beyond just
being a chair would better serve our mission.

Sometimes items are removed from the collection because they are hazardous or in poor
condition. Examples could include old medicin  es, pesticide containers, and celluloid combs that
have disintegrated into dust. The historical significance of the object, however, is also weighed
before deaccessioning .

Duplication is another reason that items are deaccessioned. How many spinning whee Is or
pianos does a museum need? How many copies of the same poster? Digital management of
collections has made it much easier for museums to survey the thousands of items they care for,
and weed out the duplicates that are lacking compelling histories.

This spinning wheel was transferred to a nother Nebraska museum for their use collection.

20
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Sometimes an item may be relevant, but it may be more relevant to another repository.
Historical organizations should work together instead of being in direct competition or
duplicating efforts.

History Nebr aska often partners with other Nebraska organizations that can provide the same

level or better care for collections. Archival materials that relate to the history of the University

of Nebraska for example, might be deaccessioned and transferred to their a rchives. A researcher
would likely go there first looking for University materials, so it better serves the public to
consolidate those items. If History Nebraska needs an item for an article or exhibit, we can

always reach out to the University if needed.

If an item has unethical or illegal provenance or must be removed to comply with national or

state legislation, it also goes through the deaccessioning process. This would include materials
that are repatriated through the Native American Graves Protectio  n and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA).

An item may also be deaccessioned if the historical evidence that led HN to accept an object has
been proven false, it has been lost or stolen for five or more years, if History Nebraska is unable
to preserve it properly, if it will be destroyed for the pu  rpose of scientific study, or to comply
with current State records retention schedules.

How are Deaccessions Approved?

2860¢6¢6YVYijE) éeédndijdoazey dUe UVecGgijeyed ClI e¢eruvszc&Uuy
Collections Committee, which votes on all acquis itions and deaccessions. This committee

includes staff from all curatorial areas as well as representatives from other History Nebraska
departments. If approved by the Collections Committee, the recommendation proceeds to the

History Nebraska Board of Trus tees for approval.

What Happens after Items are Removed from the Collections?

ANijUz &0l zeCUBUYULS_ Y dedecéeyUUijEn aEnijel dannE&YY T &0
z0dnyT el ijzeny zjoz oU0e ijn 7T EED & Endizi EGgonz E ~ij Y
These materials are used for hands -on activities, teaching collections, and exhibit props where
they may be used in tactile ways that allow visitors of all ages to directly engage with objects. If

| G j 8Gée GijUijzed @& U Ue ¢ é the perfiodabanrspate whekelydu Oah site
and listen to suffrage songs was created with pieces from our Education & Use collection.

(]
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Another option for deaccessioned materials is to transfer them to another museum, library,
archives or public institution. At History Nebraska, we start with other Nebraska institution S,
unless the history of the object directly pertains to another state. We love working with other
museums across the state! If we can help fill a gap in their collection, share something relevant

to their mission, provide them with a prop for their histor ic house, or provide an object for their
own teaching collection, we are happy to do so. Sharing with other museums often also enables
collections to be accessible to new audiences in different parts of the state.

If no other historical institutions are in  terested and/or the intrinsic or monetary value is low,
objects may be offered to local theater groups or charitable organizations. Public sale and

auctions are other disposition methods that are permissible. In accordance with museum ethics
guidelines, th ese must be a public sale, and proceeds can only be used for the acquisition of new
collections, conservation, or preservation of collections. National organizations like the

American Alliance of Museums and the American Association for State and Local His  tory provide
guidance for museums on many matters, including  deaccessioning and how funds may be used.
Our collections funds have been used to purchase significant objects for the collection such as

dn ' >>< 0j EZE E zjée WEUz! »ECijnUEy jTTijeev._ Uy vl o



A final option is to destroy the materials. This is primarily done if something is hazardous or

severely deteriorated, or all other options have been attempted.

deocéeeWW Roed éioodenjeU TURO 2] WzRUK z

Historic Center in Nebraska City.
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Near -beer and cone -topped cans: The Columbus
(Nebraska) Brewing Company

By David L. Bristow, Editor

Founded in 1863, Columbus Brewing Company wasoneof N é CUd UL d Y Erndeuyz CUOeé)
last outside of Omaha when it ceased production in 1954. This barrel in the Nebraska History

Museum collections appearstopre -ddzé zjé °U0GE ijCijzijEy euvUsd! Ejeée ¢
Columbus Beer, Pawnee Dark Beer, All - American, and Ronz.

in yauUej] " "A’<” zjeée e€ENWdnl dnn&E néed andny z
business after statewide Prohibition began on May 1.

According to a 1954 OmahaWorld-Herald 8 Uzijénée~ "~ zedU Cee U~ Yjaifefi ¢&c
Ene ael ¢eéenz E &8neE EL- YOU ndned” & e¢EnzenNua&ULHd
OEEY LI d7ée & dijyzéenee! . 8r1 ey YEEG nedlned zE

of illegal grain alcohol.

Whatever the limitations of near beer , it helped the brewery survive Prohibition. In the end,
industry consolidation squeezed out Columbus and other Nebraska breweries. Under new
ownership, in 1954 the company switched to producing cone -topped cans of Mission Soda for a
now - defunct Los Angele s company.
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